100 Bussia was a nation with a hundred and fifty millions,
with limitless military and technical power; how ridicu-
lous to think they could secure their aim with artillery
and rifles. And some because it weakened the legitimate
work of the P, P. S., which was to organize workmen and
to agitate.
There had been a time when every Socialist in Poland
regarded Pilsudski as the leader. There was never a dis-
senting voice.
"What's to be the chief business at Zakopane?" asked
one member of another when they were starting to a
P. P. S. congress there.
"To make Ziuk the king of Poland/' was the reply.
There came another congress in Lwow, in February of
1906, where he made a speech defending Bojowka and
insisting that the party must develop a military section
to be ready for fighting in the future. His personal popu-
larity was enough to carry this, put to a vote, by a big
majority. But many members disapproved and in the
following November there came a definite split in the
P. P. S.	one group was plain Socialist, the other the
militant Socialists. The weak members left Pilsudski,
the stronger ones, including most of the workmen, stayed
with him,
It proved to be a final break with the Socialists, the
party he had built up with so much effort; the first of
several times in his life when he deliberately destroyed
the organization he had himself fashioned. But with his
eyes always on the one goal—independence for Poland—
he could see far ahead and events showed the wisdom of
his course.
Meanwhile, Pilsudski had taken up the serious study
of military affairs. His friends often saw him sitting for
hours at a time, leaning over the maps of the Russian-
Japanese war. His table was always covered with mili-
tary books. Never a pupil of strategy in any military
school, he would teach himself. His master was Napoleon,

